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nino silagaZe 

asocirebuli profesori, Tsu 

 

ramdenime mosazreba mefeTa gamosaxulebebis Sesaxeb  

sasanuri mxatvruli vercxlis nakeTobebze 

 

sasanuri torevtikis brwyinvale nimuSebi, romlebmac sakmaod 

didi raodenobiT moaRwia Cvenamde, sxvadasxva tipisaa _ portretuli 

Tu mravalfiguriani kompoziciebiT (nadirobis, sasaxlis scenebiT) 

Semkuli, ornamentuli da sxv. amjerad gvinda yuradReba gavamaxviloT 

portretuli medalionebis mqone vercxlis Tasebze, romlebzec mefe-

ebis, sasanianTa imperiis maRali moxeelebis da didebulebis gamosaxu-

lebebi profilSi mocemuli biustebis saxiTaa warmodgenili. aseT ga-

mosaxulebebs Cvens naSromSi portretebis saxeliT movixseniebT da 

winaswar gvinda ganvsazRvroT, rom am termins garkveuli pirobiTobiT 

viyenebT: rasakvirvelia, sasanuri iranis saxviTi xelovnebis stili, 

romelic mkacri ikonografiuli sqemebis arsebobiT xasiaTdeba da sa-

dac personaJebi mxolod regaliebiTa da simboluri atributebiT gan-

sxvavdebian erTmaneTisagan, gamoricxavs realisturi portretis arse-

bobas da terminis im gagebas, romelic miRebulia sxva epoqebisa da 

qveynebis saxviT xelovnebasTan mimarTebaSi.  

portretuli medalionebiT Semkuli sasanuri torevtikis nimu-

Sebi garkveuli, mkafiod gamokveTili TaviseburebebiT gamoirCeva. pir-

vel rigSi, TvalSisacemia  msgavseba sasanur gemmebsa da monetebze ar-

sebuli gamosaxulebebis ikonografiasTan. yvela maTgans moeZebneba pa-

ralelebi gliptikaSi da, Tu mefis portretzea saubari, pirdapiri 

prototipebi sasanuri numizmatikuri Zeglebis saxiT.  

rac Seexeba qronologias, miRebulia mosazreba, rom portretu-

li medalionebiT Semkuli WurWeli erTi saukunis farglebSi (III s-

is Suaxanebi _ IV s-is Suaxanebi) iqmneboda. uZvelesi maTgani _ sar-

gveSis Tasi _ saqarTvelos teritoriazea aRmoCenili (sur. 1). naxe-
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varsferuli mooqrovili vercxlis Tasi Semkulia mdidruli deko-

riT1

sargveSis Tasis uaxloes paralels warmoadgens metropoliten-

muzeumSi daculi fiala qalebis gamosaxulebebiT (III-IV ss-is mijna)

 _ vazis ylorti, romelic bordiurs miuyeba, palmetebi, akanTis 

foTlebi, frinvelebi da sxv. medalionebSi gamosaxulia varahran II-is 

(276-293), dedoflisa da taxtis memkvidris biustebi. maTi vinaoba 

identificirebulia varahran II-is monetebze (sur. 3) arsebuli gamo-

saxulebis mixedviT, sadac is aseve meuRlesTan da ufliswulTan er-

Tadaa warmodgenili. identuria Sesabamisi atributebic _ mefis gvir-

gvini, romelic, rogorc cnobilia, sasanuri iranis yvela mmarTvels 

gasakuTrebuli hqonda, dedoflis Tavsamkauli cxenis TaviT, dafnis 

gvirgvini ufliswulis xelSi da sxv.  

2 

(sur. 2). es ori nimuSi Tavisi mxatvruli TaviseburebebiT _ CaRrma-

vebuli naxevarsferuli formiT, mdidruli ornamentiT, ramdenime (da 

ara erTi) portretuli medalioniT, romlebic WurWlis gare zeda-

pirs amkobs _ sasanuri dekoratiuli xelovnebis gansakuTrebul 

jgufs qmnis. mas garkveuli pirobiTobiT SeiZleba davumatoT isev 

metropoliten-muzeumSi daculi, III-IV ss-is mijniT daTariRebuli 

quSanur-sasanuri xelovnebis nimuSi _ vercxlis Tasi medalionebSi 

Casmuli adamianebis TavebiT (sur. 4). am jgufis nimuSebis uaxloes 

paralels romaul samyaroSi warmoadgens Tasebi, romlebmac aseve sak-

maod cotam moaRwia Cvenamde _ mag., minis Tasi metropoliten-muzeum-

idan (IV s.)3 (sur. 5), sadac vxedavT Wabukebis Tavebs (maTi vinaoba 

sadavoa, sxvadasxva mosazrebiT _ saimperatoro saxlis warmomadgen-

lebi, oTxi maxarebeli da sxv.). Tasi mcire zomisaa da gravirebuli 

minis iSviaT teqnikaSia Sesrulebuli4

                                                           
1 К. Мачабели. Позднеантичная торевтика Грузии. Тбилиси. 1976, gv. 116-117. 

. sargveSisa da metropoliten-

muzeumis sasanuri Tasebis forma da ornamentuli morTuloba, saerTo 

2 arsebobs msgavsi tipis dekoratiuli morTulobis mqone kidev ramdenime sasanuri 

Tasi (mag., ermitaJSi daculi Tasi nadirobis sceniT da senmurvis gamosaxulebiT, an 

metropoliten-muzeumis Tasi rTvelis sceniT), magram maTze amjerad ar SevCerdebiT 

portretuli medalionebis ararsebobis gamo. 
3 B. Caron. Roman Figure-Engraved Glass in the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Metropolitan Museum 
Journal, vol. 32, 1997, gv. 19-50.  
4 sul oTxi msgavsi nimuSia dadasturebuli da sami maTgani, maT Soris, Cvens 

mier aRwerili, rainis regionSi, kiolnis mimdebaredaa aRmoCenili, ix. B. 
Caron. Roman Figure-Engraved Glass in the Metropolitan Museum of Art, gv. 24-25. 
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mxatvruli koncefcia aseve sakmaod axlosaa gviani imperiis epoqis 

romauli torevtikaSi gavrcelebul tipebTan (hemisferuli formis, 

mdidruli dekoris mqone vercxlis kanTarosebTan) da sasanur iranSi 

romauli kulturis Zlier gavlenaze miuTiTebs.  

portretuli medalionebiT Semkuli meore tipis sasanuri to-

revtika warmoadgens vercxlis Tasebs WurWlis Sida mxares, centrSi 

mocemuli erTi gamosaxulebiT. p. harperi da p. meiersi, romlebsac 

ekuTvnis am sakiTxis irgvliv erT-erTi yvelaze srulyofili mecnier-

uli kvleva, xuT aseT nivTs asaxleben: esenia papak pitiaxSis Tasi 

mcxeTidan, Teiranis bastanis arqeologiuri muzeumis Tasi qalis bi-

ustiT da amerikis SeerTebuli Statebis sam muzeumSi (metropolite-

nis, cincinatis muzeumebSi da smitsonis institutSi) daculi sami 

Tasi mamakacebis portretebiT5 (sur. 7). avtorebi, romlebmac nimuSe-

bis katalogizireba moaxdines, mkafiod saubroben am jgufis raoden-

obriv simcireze. sainteresoa, rom mravali samecniero kvleva6, iseve, 

rogorc eqsponatebis pasportebi, adasturebs imas, rom xsenebuli xu-

Ti nimuSidan oTxi (papak pitiaxSis Tasis garda, romelic, rogorc 

cnobilia, armazisxevis samarxSia napovni), iranSi, erTsa da imave ad-

gilasaa aRmoCenili7

papak pitiaxSis Tasze (sur. 6) reliefuri naxevarsferoebis 

dekoris fonze moTavsebulia sasanianTa imperiis maRali moxelis gra-

fikulad Sesrulebuli da wriul moCarCoebaSi Casmuli portreti

.  

8, 

romelic iranis samefo karis xelovnebis tipuri nimuSia. Tasze arse-

buli Zvelsparsuli warweris9

sasanur vercxlis WurWlis am mcirericxovan jgufs, romlis 

uadresi nimuSi _ papak pitiaxSis Tasi _ isev saqarTveloSia aRmoCe-

 (romelSic moxseniebulia papak ardaSi-

ris Ze) da gamosaxulebis mxatvruli Taviseburebebis mixedviT arte-

faqti ufro didi albaTobiT III s-is II naxevriT TariRdeba.  

                                                           
5 P. O. Harper, P. Meyers. Silver Vessels of the Sasanian Period. Vol. 1, Royal Imagery. 
Princeton University Press, 1981, gv. 24. 
6 M. S. Dimand. A Group of Sassanian Silver Bowls. Aus der Welt der islamischen Kunst, ed. R. 
Ettinghausen. Berlin, 1959, gv. 11-14, nax. 1 a, b;  
7 P. O. Harper, P. Meyers. Silver Vessels of the Sasanian Period, gv. 24. 
8 К. Мачабели. Позднеантичная торевтика Грузии, gv. 106-107. 
9 Г. Церетели. Эпиграфические находки в Мцхета – древней столице Грузии. ВДИ. № 2. 
М. 1948, gv. 49-57. 
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nili, Cveni mxridan, gvinda davamatoT meeqvse, naklebad cnobili da 

Seswavlili, egzemplari mihos muzeumis (iaponia) koleqciidan (sur. 

8), romlis warmoSobis Sesaxeb oficialuri monacemebi samuzeumo do-

kumentaciaSi ar fiqsirdeba. pirvel rigSi, artefaqti imiTaa sainte-

reso, rom, Tu zemoTganxilul Tasebze iranel didebulebs vxedavT 

(xSir SemTxvevaSi maTi vinaoba ucnobia), da mxolod sargveSis Tasze 

arian mocemuli varahran II, dedofali da ufliswuli, darwmunebiT 

SegviZlia vTqvaT, rom mihos muzeumis Taszec mefis portretia war-

modenili. rogorc p. harperi aRniSnavs, “the portrait of ruler as a bust, 
enclosed in medallion, occures only in Sargveshi cup, of the late third century. 
At present, there is no evidence to suggest, that the medallion portrait continued 
after this period, to be a form in which royal figures were representated on 
Sassanian silver plates”10

mihos muzeumis Tasze mocemul mamakacs naxevarmTvariTa da sfe-

rosebri detaliT Semkuli gvirgvini aqvs. kidev erTi, ufro mcire na-

xevarmTvare Sublze aqvs moTavsebuli. rogorc r. giobli aRniSnavs, 

TiToeul sasanian mefes aqvs sakuTari, mxolod misTvis Seqmnili 

rTuli formis gvirgvini

. Cvens naSromSi vecdebiT, koreqtivebi Sevita-

noT am mosazrebaSi, radgan personaJs mihos muzeumis Tasze samefo 

regaliebi amkobs. amrigad, sainteresoa misi identifikacia da arte-

faqtis daTariReba.  

11, romelic suverenis pirovnebas gamoarCevs 

oficialur gamosaxulebebze12

                                                           
10 P. O. Harper, P. Meyers. Silver Vessels of the Sasanian Period, gv. 25. 

. gvirgvinebi sxvadasxva dekoratiul 

elements Seicavs, maT Soris _ zoroastruli RvTaebebisaTvis damaxa-

siaTebel atributebs (frTebs, sxivebs, naxevarmTvares da sxv.). unda 

iTqvas, rom aseTi RvTaebrivi simboloebi ar gvxvdeba satrapebis, pi-

tiaxSebis Tu sxva didebulebis gamosaxulebebze, maT mxolod mefe da 

dedofali atareben. Tu gaviTvaliswinebT im epoqis iranis xelovnebis 

pirobiT xasiaTs, standartuli ikonografiuli sqemebis gavrcelebas 

da sxv., epigrafikuli warwerebis ararsebobis SemTxvevaSi sasaniani 

mefeebis identifikaciis TiTqmis erTaderTi meTodi swored gvirgvinis 

formaa.  

11 R. Göbl. Sassanidische Numizmatik. Braunschweig, 1968, gv. 7-8. 
12 H. Bailey (ed.). The Cambridge History of Iran, v. 3 (1). New York, 2006, gv. 135. 
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rogorc vkiTxulobT mihos muzeumis katalogSi, romelic Cven-

Tvis cnobili erTaderTi wyaroa, sadac mocemulia garkveuli, Tundac 

mokle da zedapiruli, informacia xsenebul artefaqtze, ucnobi me-

fis gvirgvini im gvirgvinis analogiuria, romelsac vxedavT hormizd 

IV-is (579-590) monetaze (sur. 9). Cveni azriT, es mosazreba araa 

marTebuli: hormizd IV-is monetaze sxva tipis, ahuramazdas frTebiT 

morTuli, gvirgvinia13

kidev erT saintereso paralels warmogvidgens metropoliten-

muzeumis erT-erT sasanur Tasze gamosaxuli mefis nadirobis scena 

(sur. 12). jixvebze monadire mefis gvirgvini da sxva detalebi abso-

luturad analogiuria mihos muzeumis Tasis gamosaxulebis, garda am-

isa, mefes wriuli Saravandedic amkobs. unda iTqvas, rom wriuli Sa-

ravandedi iSviaTi detalia sasaniani mefeebis gamosaxulebebze (zog 

SemTxvevaSi gvxvdeba cecxlovani an sxivebis Saravandedi), rac kidev 

erTi argumenti unda iyos mihos muzeumisa da metropoliten-muzeumis 

Tasebis personaJebis identobis sasargeblod. jixvebze monadire mefe 

miCneulia peroz I-ad an kavad I-ad, rac kidev erT sabuTs gvaZlevs 

Cveni mosazrebis gasamyareblad.  

. samagierod, rogorc ufro detaluri dakvir-

vebidan Cans, mihos muzeumis Tasis personaJis gvirgvini met msgavsebas 

poulobs peroz I-is (459-484) (sur. 10) an kavad I-is (488-497, 499-

531) (sur. 11) monetebTan. 

kidev erTi paraleli, romelic SeiZleba mihos muzeumis Tass 

moeZebnos, Cveni azriT, parizis erovnuli biblioTekis medlebis kabi-

netSi daculi e. w. solomonis Tasia (sur. 13). sasanuri dekoratiu-

li xelovnebis am brwyinvale nimuSs bibliuri solomonis saxeli Sua 

saukuneebSi uwodes, rodesac Tasi sen denis saabato saganZurSi moxv-

da _ savaraudodo, bizantiidan, jvarosnebis meSveobiT, Tumca sen de-

nis saabatos gadmocema Sarl mamacs an sulac karlos dids miawers 

am donacias, romelmac TiTqos Tasi harun ar raSidisgan miiRo saCuq-

rad. artefaqts Cvenc pirobiTad solomonis Tasad movixseniebT, rad-

gan masze gamosaxuli mefis vinaobis Sesaxebac mecnierTa azri bolom-

de ar emTxveva erTmaneTs.  

garkveulwilad solomonis Tasic SegviZlia portretuli meda-

                                                           
13 R. Göbl. Sassanidische Numizmatik, gv. 52-53, sur. 12. 
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lionebiT Semkuli WurWlis jgufSi ganvixiloT, Tumca zemoTaRweri-

li artefaqtebisagan mas sakmaod bevri mxatvrul-stiluri Tavisebu-

reba gamoarCevs da TiTqos calke ayenebs xelovnebis am marTlac unik-

alur nimuSs: pirvel rigSi, Tasi oqrosia, da ara vercxlis, masSi ga-

moyenebulia feradi minis da mTis brolis gemmebi, centraluri meda-

lioni mTis brolze amokveTil intalios warmoadgens, mefis gamosa-

xuleba ki mTeli simaRliT, anfasSia wamodgenili da ara biustis sa-

xiT profilSi. samecniero literaturaSi14 is ufro xosro I anuSir-

vanis (531-579) an xosro II-is Tasis saxeliTaa cnobili15, Tumca ar-

sebobs aseve mosazreba, rom es peroz I an kavad I-ia16

mihos muzeumis sasanuri Tasis mxatvruli Taviseburebebis anal-

izi kidev erT saintereso detals avlens: WurWlis zurgis mxare 

morTulia talRisebri kanelurebiT. aseTi dekori gamonaklisia sasa-

nuri torevtikis repertuarSi, sadac kanelurebi mxolod koncentru-

li wreebis an radialuri sxivebis saxiT gvxvdeba (mag., bastanis, cin-

cinatis muzeumis fialebi portreuli gamosaxulebebiT da sxv.). sama-

gierod, msgavsi dekori xSirad gvxvdeba saqarTvelos teritoriaze 

aRmoCenil gvianantikur torevtikaze (mag., armazisxevis Tasebi wriul 

. Tu es ukanas-

kneli mosazreba marTebulia, sainteresoa SevadaroT solomonis Tasze 

gamosaxuli mefis gvirgvinis forma mihos muzeumis Tasis mefis gvir-

gvins: Cveni azriT, is absoluturad analogiuria, erTaderTi atribu-

ti, romelic ganasxvavebs maT, Saravandedia. samagierod, Saravandedi 

amkobs jixvebze monadire mefes metropoliten-muzeumis vercxlis 

Tasze. amrigad, Cveni azriT, mihos muzeumis nimuSze warmodgenili uc-

nobi personaJi peroz I an kavad I-ia da misi daTariReba kvlevis pir-

vel etapze unda dazustdes 459-531 wlebiT. es varaudi arRvevs mec-

nierebaSi aqamde gavrcelebul azrs imis Sesaxeb, rom wriul medali-

onebSi moqceuli portretuli biustebi sasanur vercxlis WurWelze 

mxolod III-IV saukuneebSi gvxvdeba da mogvianebiT maT mTlianad anac-

vlebs mefis nadirobis scenebi. 

                                                           
14 R. Wood. The Khosro Cup. J. Elsner & S. Lenk et al. Imagining the Divine: Art and the Rise of 
World Religions, Ashmolean Museum. Oxford, 2017, gv. 206-208. 
15 E. Babelon. Le Cabinet des antiques à la Bibliothèque nationale. Paris, 1924, gv. 115. 
16 I. Villela-Petit. La coupe d’orfèvrerie sassanide du Cabinet des médailles: nouvelle attribution. 
Revue numismatique, 171, 2014, gv. 729-745, 739-742. 
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CarCoSi moqceuli cxenis figurebiT da sxv.). sul 7 aseTi nakeTobaa 

cnobili, Tumca, k. maCabelis azriT, es artefaqtebi imdenad kompaq-

tur da mxatvruli TvalsazrisiT erTgvarovan jgufs qmnis, rom erTi 

centrisa da erTi saxelosnos produqcias gavs, romelic Zalze mka-

fiod lokalizdeba Zveli iberiis teritoriaze. msgavsi tipis 

WurWeli sxvagan arsad ar iZebneba, amitom didi albaTobiT isini ad-

gilobrivi nawarmia17

gvinda ramdenime mosazreba gamovTqvaT aseve portretuli meda-

lionebiT Semkuli sasanuri torevtikis zogad mxatvrul-stilur Ta-

viseburebebze. rogorc ukve aRiniSna, aseTi WurWeli erTeulebs iT-

vlis, maSin rodesac mravalfiguriani dinamikuri kompoziciebi ver-

cxlis Tasebze didi raodenobiTaa Cvenamde moRweuli. SeiZleba viva-

raudoT, rom es raritetebi sasanur iranSi romauli skulpturuli 

portretis gavlenis Sedegia (igulisxmeba rogorc mrgvali qandakeba, 

aseve imperatorTa gamosaxulebebi monetebze). igive SeiZleba iTqvas 

sasanuri epoqis samganzomilebian liTonis portretul biustebze, 

romlebic aseve arc Tu didi raodenobiTaa cnobili (mag., Sabur II-is 

biusti, ucnobi dedoflis biusti da sxv.). maTi prototipebi romis 

imperatorebis brinjaos skulpturuli biustebia. maTi originalebi 

aseve did iSviaTobas warmoadgens: aseTia, magaliTad, traianes imago 

clipeata-s tipis gamosaxuleba ankaris muzeumidan

 (sur. 14). SesaZlebelia, rom WurWeli sasaniani 

mefis gamosaxulebiT mihos muzeumidan iberiul saxelosnoSi daemza-

debinaT? Tu ki, romel epoqaSi iqneboda es ufro savaraudo? pasuxi 

naTelia: 523 wlidan, rodesac qarTlSi mefoba gauqmda da qveyanas 

iraneli marzpani marTavda. Tu Cveni mosazreba marTebulia, iseve ro-

gorc varaudi, rom mihos muzeumis Tasze gamosaxuli mefe kavad I-ia, 

maSin misi Seqmnis wlebi SeiZleba dakonkretdes 523-531 wlebiT.  

18

                                                           
17 К. Мачабели. Позднеантичная торевтика Грузии, gv. 88-90. 

, eqvsi unikaluri 

skulpturuli biusti breSas muzeumidan (septimius severusi, ilirie-

li imperatorebi), valentiniane II-is brinjaos biusti da sxv. aseTi 

varaudi bunebrivia, radgan sayovelTaodaa cnobili, Tu raoden didi 

gavlena hqonda romaul saxviT xelovnebas da zogadad kulturas im-

18 S. Mitchell. The Trajanic Tondo from Roman Ankara: In Search of the Identity of a Roman 
Masterpiece. Ankara Araştırmaları Dergisi, 2014, 2(1), gv. 1-10. 
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droindel msoflioSi. naklebad mosalodnelia, rom es gavlena Sesus-

tebuliyo IV-V saukuneebSi, an Tundac VI saukuneSi, rodesac romis 

imperiis memkvidred ukve bizantia gvevlineba. liTonmqandakeblobis 

udidesi centrebi _ aleqsandria, antioqia, konstantinopoli _ isev 

wamyvan rols asrulebs axlo aRmosavleTis gamoyenebiTi xelovnebis 

da plastikis ganviTarebaSi. metic, IV-VI saukuneebi bizantiuri `an-

tikis~ ayvavebis periodia, romlis nimuSebic arafriT ar Camouvardeba 

elinistur Tu romaul torevtikas mxatvruli Tu teqnikuri Tval-

sazrisiT. 

saintereso detalia, rom Tuki sasanuri mxatvruli vercxlis 

uadresi nimuSebi portretuli medalionebiT swored Cvens qveyanaSia 

aRmoCenili (orive tipis uadresi Cvenamde moRweuli magaliTi _ sar-

gveSis Tasi da papak pitiaxSis Tasi), saqarTveloSia napovni aseve un-

ikaluri Tasi romis imperatoris gamosaxulebiT. esaa vercxlis Tasi 

markus avreliusis portretiT (sur. 15) armazisxevis samarxidan. 

romaul xelovnebaSic sasanuris msgavsi situaciaa: torevtikaSi 

xSirad gvxvdeba mravalfiguriani dinamikuri scenebi imperatorebis 

monawileobiT (mag., Tasi boskoreales ganZidan tiberiusis triumfis 

sceniT), magram portretuli medalionebiT Semkuli nimuSebi sakmaod 

did iSviaTobas warmoadgens, TumcaRa mravali romaeli istorikosi 

mogviTxrobs romis imperatorebis portretiani torevtikis arseboba-

ze da popularobaze, gansakuTrebiT _ romauli samyaros periferieb-

ze19

                                                           
19 Pliny, XXXV, 2, 3, 14, Pliny. Natural History, trans. by H. Rackham, W. H. S. Jones, D. E. 
Eichholz, 10 vol. London, 1938-1962. 

. rogorc viciT, romis imperatorebis portretebiT Semkuli nake-

Tobebis gavrceleba imperiis provinciebSi da romauli gavlenis qveS 

myof qveynebSi miznad isaxavda imperatoris saxe cnobadi gaexadaT ad-

gilobrivebisTvis. msgavsi nivTebi samokavSireo urTierTobis erTgvar 

simbolosac warmoadgenda, maTi floba romaul orientacias niSnavda, 

xolo saCuqrad miReba romis xelisuflebis keTilganwyobisa da umaR-

lesi prestiJis gamomxatveli iyo. amis fonze kidev ufro niSandob-

livi Cans is faqti, rom imperatorebis biustebiT Semkuli WurWeli, 

romelTa pirdapir prototipebsac udavod numizmatikur Zeglebze ar-

sebuli gamosaxulebebi warmoadgens, TiTqmis arsad araa aRmoCenili 

Zveli iberiis dedaqalaqis garda.  
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mcxeTis Tasze antoninebis epoqis portretis unikalur, liTon-

mqandakeblobiT Sesrulebul, magaliTs xvedavT, romelic exmianeba im-

perator-filosofosis skulpturuli gamosaxulebebis mravalricxo-

van serias20

amrigad, saqarTvelos teritoriaze aRmoCenili torevtikis un-

ikaluri nimuSebi Zveli msoflios ori udidesi imperiis mmarTvelebis 

gamosaxulebebiT mniSvnelovan rols asrulebs am epoqis saxviTi xe-

lovnebis saintereso mimarTulebis _ oficialuri portretis _ ev-

oluciis zogadi suraTis warmodgenaSi. SesaZlebelia, am artefaqtebs 

daematos savaraudod Zveli iberiis erT-erT mxatvrul centrSi dam-

zadebuli vercxlis Tasi sasaniani mefis gamosaxulebiT, romelic mi-

hos muzeumis koleqciaSi inaxeba. 

. xsenebuli Tasis garda, erTaderTi nimuSi romauli samya-

rodan, romlis moZiebac SevZeliT da romelzec ara imperatori, mag-

ram mainc samefo ZalauflebiT aRWurvili piris portretuli meda-

lionia mocemuli, aris Tasi boskoreales ganZidan kleopatra selene 

II-is gamosaxulebiT (Zv. w. 25 - ax. w. 5) (sur. 16). Tumca, markus av-

reliusis realisturi portretisgan gansxvavebiT, mavritaniisa da 

nubiis dedofali alegoriuli (afrikis personifikaciis) saxiTaa mo-

cemuli. es sakmaod Sors ayenebs mas markus avreliusis gamosaxulebi-

sagan mcxeTis Tasze, romelsac sruli am sityvis mniSvnelobiT, yo-

velgvari pirobiTobis gareSe SegviZlia vuwodoT saukeTeso romaul 

tradiciebSi Seqmnili naturalisturi, fsiqologiuri portreti. 

  

                                                           
20 К. Мачабели. Позднеантичная торевтика Грузии, gv. 48-52. 
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sur. 1. sargveSis Tasi. 276-293 

 

 
sur. 2. sasanuri Tasi metropoliten-muzeumidan. III-IV ss. 
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sur. 3. varahran II-is moneta. 274-293 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

sur. 4. quSanur-sasanuri Tasi met-

ropoliten-muzeumidan. III-IV ss. 

 

sur. 5. gravirebuli minis Tasi 

metropoliten-muzeumidan. III-IV 

ss. 
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sur. 7.  

sasanuri vercxlis Tasebi (Teiranis, metroplitenis, cincinatis mu-

zeumebi, smitsonis instituti). III-IV ss. 
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sur. 8. sasanuri vercxlis Tasi mihos muzeumidan 

 

  
sur. 9.  

hormizd IV-is moneta. 579-590 

sur. 10. 

peroz I-is moneta. 459-484 

 

 
sur. 11.  

kavad I-is moneta. 488-497, 499-531 
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sur. 12. 

mefis nadiroba (peroz I an kavad I). metropoliten-muzeumi 
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sur. 13. 

e. w. solomonis Tasi. parizis erovnuli biblioTeka 
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sur. 14. 

vercxlis Tasebi saqarTvelos erovnuli muzeumidan 
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sur. 15. Tasi markus avreliusis portretiT. II s. 

 

 
sur. 16. Tasi boskoreales ganZidan. Zv. w. I-ax. w. I. 
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SOME ISSUES ABOUT THE ROYAL IMAGES ON 
THE SASSANIAN SILVERWORKS 

 
Summary 

 
Silverworks, especially splendid tableware of gilded silver, is one of the 

most typical features of old Iranian culture (maybe together with world famous 
Iranian jugs and carpets). Bowls, cups, plates etc. with different images, 
particularly the masterpieces of Sassanian art, are kept in many celebrated 
museums worldwide. They can be divided into several types, according to 
decoration: tableware with purely ornamental design, animal figures – real and 
fantastic ones, or objects with complicated figurative compositions like hunting 
and battle scenes, scenes of court life, feast, enthronement etc.  

We are focused on the special type of Sassanian silver: these cups and 
bowls have as a major element in their design human busts, both male and 
female, enclosed in the round frame. These are the portraits of Iranian 
noblemen, high officials of the Sassanian Empire or King himself. Portrait 
medallions of tableware are closely linked to the images on the Sassanian 
gemstones and coins. According to the most important scholarly studies in this 
field, the portrait medallions appear on Sassanian silver from the midst of the 3rd 
c. up to the midst of the 4th c. Actually, only 7 vessels with portrait enclosed in 
the round frame are known from different museum collections. 

The earliest one of these 7 vessels was found in Georgia and labeled as 
Sargveshi cup after the place of discovery. It is also the earliest silver vessel 
with the image of the Sassanian king. Therefore, it serves as a fixed 
chorological starting point to arrange the other patterns. Four medallions on the 
Sargveshi cup show the portraits of King Warahran-Bahram II (276-293), his 
queen and royal prince. The persons are identified by the coin of Bahram II. The 
royal family is presented in the same way, bearing the same symbols of power – 
royal crown, the horse-headed headdress of the queen, the laurel wreath etc. The 
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closest parallel of Sargveshi cup is the bowl from Metropolitan Museum with 
female busts, dated by the 3rd-4th cc. 

The second type of Sassanian tableware with portrait medallions, again 
according to the most important scholarly researches, consists of 5 objects – 
vessels with only one portrait on the inner surface put in the center. The oldest 
one, cup of pitiaxes Papak (second half of the 3rd c.), was also discovered in 
Georgia, Mtskheta, ancient capital of Kartli/Iberia. The other 4 vessels, one 
from Tehran Bastan Museum with female portrait, the three others kept in 
different museums of the USA with male images, are from one archaeological 
site in Iran. All of them present anonymous Iranian nobles and belong to the 
period of 3rd-4th cc. 

To the small group of these silverworks we want to add one more piece, 
which is less studied by the scholars. It is a bowl from Miho Museum, Japan, of 
uncertain provenience. According to P. Harper, “the portrait of ruler as a bust, 
enclosed in medallion, occurs only in Sargveshi cup, of the late third century. At 
present, there is no evidence to suggest, that the medallion portrait continued 
after this period, to be a form in which royal figures were represented on 
Sassanian silver plates”. This idea needs to be checked, because the figure on 
Miho Museum cup wears royal crown. This crown looks more like the crown of 
Peroz I (459–484) or Kavad I (488–497, 499–531). One more parallel is the 
silver vessel with king’s hunting scene (Metropolitan Museum), identified again 
as Peroz I or Kavad I.  

The exterior surface of Miho Museum cup is decorated by fluted lines, 
which are rare in Sassanian silverworks design. But fluting line-decoration is 
very common on pre-Christian toreutics, found in Georgia. According to 
Georgia’s K. Machabeli, prominent field-specialist, the objects with fluting 
lines form the particular group of silver vessels, all of them having images in 
round frame in the center of inner surface. The vessels of such type never 
appear somewhere outside of Georgia. The objects are so similar from the point 
of view of technical or stylistic peculiarities, that they may be considered as the 
production of one local artistic center, even of one workshop, probably in 
ancient Iberia.  

We suggest the cup from Miho Museum could be produced in Iberia after 
523, when the country came under the direct control of Sassanian Empire and 
was ruled by Iranian viceroy. This situation continued till the end of the 6th c., 
when Kartli/Iberia/ became independent again. So, if the Sassanian king on the 
Miho Museum cup is Kavad I, the date of the object corresponds to 523-531. 


